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The stomatogastric nervous system of the reptantian Decapoda Crustacea, particularly
the small isolated stomatogastric ganglion containing the 25-30 motor neurons that
control the muscles of the gastric mill and the pyloric filter of the stomach, is an im-
portant preparation for research in comparative neurophysiology. Unfortunately
there are no comprehensive descriptions of the neuromuscular system of the stomach
in these animals. Therefore, since the stomatogastric motor neurons are identified by
reference to the muscles they innervate, it has been difficult to identify neurons within
or between species.

The most important features for classifying the muscles of the decapod stomach are
the ossicles to which the muscles attach. In the latter part of the last century Mocquard
demonstrated that the stomach ossicles of the decapods could be compared in different
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